The recent increase in some parts of London of syphilis acquired homosexually (Lancet, 1964; Brit. med. J7., 1967) has indicated that a drug of nontreponemicidal properties is to be preferred in the treatment of gonococcal proctitis in homosexual men. Septrin was considered as a potentially useful remedy in these circumstances. Though taken orally and so subject to error or misuse, it needs be taken only twice daily for a short time.
Men with rectal gonorrhoea are among some of the most (Tudhope, 1969 Diagnosis, treatment and follow-up The diagnosis of gonococcal proctitis was based on finding typical Gram-negative diplococci in pus cells, present in rectal smears.
Having been instructed to take two Septrin tablets each morning and two each evening, for 7 days, the patients were asked to return between 1 and 4 days later, when further proctoscopy was carried out and repeat rectal smears, stained by Gram's method, were scrutinized for the presence of gonococci. Thereafter the patient was re-examined at weekly intervals. Blood was taken on the first visit for serum tests for syphilis which were repeated a month later.
Case material 72 patients entered the trial but eight were later omitted because follow-up could not be secured.
Final results were assessed on 66 cases from 64 patients, one subject born in the United Kingdom having three attacks, all included in the series. The ages of the patients ranged from 15 to 48 years (mean 27 7). There were 49 patients born in the United Kingdom, three in Eire, two in the United States of America, two in India (one of European descent), one in South Africa and one in Zambia (both of European descent), and one each in New Zealand, Brazil, Germany, Netherlands, Spain, and Yugoslavia. Sixty of the patients were single, two were married, and two were separated.
A history of previous venereal diseases was given by 44 patients (65 per cent.).
Results
Treatment failure, as defined by Dallas (1958) was deemed to have occurred if gonococci were found in the smears between 1 and 14 days after treatment, there having been no history of subsequent exposure to infection. The 64 patients who suffered 66 attacks of proctitis made an average of 2-9 follow-up visits, and the average duration of attendance after the initial visit was 27 days. Treatment failure was diagnosed in eight cases-a failure rate of 12 1 per cent. One patient developed urticaria after treatment.
Discussion
Using a dosage of 600,000 units procaine penicillin, Scott and Stone (1966) 
